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Tim’s emotions when approaching prayer
➢ GUILT - that prayer should be more a part of 

his life but wasn’t.  

➢ FEAR - everyone else was experiencing a 
personal connection with God in prayer and he 
was missing out.  

➢ RESIGNATION – maybe this is just the way 
it was going to be.



If we believe that there is something 
good or helpful in praying, then how 

do we find a way to make it work? 

How can we tap into prayer 
in a way that leads to a 

season of spiritual renewal?
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Tim’s Epiphany
Was he focused on 
one thing (a set of 

spiritual habits that 
he finds helpful) that 

he had not been 
seeing the other 
spiritual riches 

around him? 

Had I been so focused on spiritual 
growth through learning and 
doing that I had missed the 

overwhelming bounty of spiritual 
growth that could come through 

the presence of God or 
my relationship with Jesus?



Luke 23:42-43
42 The thief said, 
“Jesus, remember 
me when you come 
into your kingdom.” 
43 Jesus answered 
him, “Truly I tell you, 
today you will be 
with me in paradise.”

Greek:  paradeisos = Garden
“I will see you in the garden 

later today???”

The Garden of Eden? 

(Genesis 2)



When is Paradise?

• The Past? The Garden of Eden (Genesis 2) 

• The immediate Future?  Today you will be with 

me in Paradise? (Luke 23)

• The Future Future?  A new heaven and new 

earth / Paradise (Revelation 21-22)

• Now?  Paul “caught up into Paradise” (2 Cor 12:1-4)



Where is Paradise?

• An Island / In the Spirit Apostle John’s vision 

in Revelation chapter 1 

• In a church   Letter to the church at Ephesus … you 

will eat with me in Paradise (Revelation 2)

• In a desert place?  Jacob’s dream (Genesis 28)

• In a house?  Lifted up in altered consciousness (Ez 8)



The Physical 
Dimension

A Spiritual 
Dimension

• What we see, hear, 
touch, taste and smell.

• Bounded by time and 
space

• Not perceptible by our 
five senses but still real

• Paradise?



Jesus said to the thief, 
“Today you will be 

WITH ME in paradise”



What does it mean for you to be with Jesus?

How can prayer be 
more than intercession, 

but a conduit to be able to 
connect with, to experience, 

and hear from God?
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Luke 9:28-36
28 Jesus took Peter, John and 
James with him and went up 
onto a mountain to pray. 29 As 
he was praying, the 
appearance of his face 
changed, and his clothes 
became as bright as a flash of 
lightning. 30 Two men, Moses 
and Elijah, appeared in glorious 
splendor, talking with Jesus… 



John, Paul, Ezekiel, Jacob, Peter, 
James, etc … had an experience of a 

different dimension, a spiritual reality 
AND encountered Jesus/God/Holy 
Spirit in a real and personal way.

Would you like to experience this too?



Would you like to come on 
this journey with me?



Would you like to come on 
this journey with me?

Mobile: 0417 123 891
phil.swain@turramurrauniting.org.au


