




Malachi – “messenger”

The unfailing love of 
Yahweh for the His 

chosen people, Israel



Fall of Babylon



Fall of Babylon

Persia



Cyrus the Great



Cyrus the Great

Some 

42,360 

Jews



Cyrus Restoring the 

Vessels of the Temple



Cyrus Restoring the 

Vessels of the Temple

Darius



What was the problem? 
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What was the problem? 

The Temples was 

being restored

Right at that 

moment of 

demoralization 

of Israel





The covenant 

between God 

and people of 

Israel



• “How have you loved us?” (1:2)

• “How have we despised your name?” (1:6)

• “How have we polluted you?” (1:7)

• “How have we wearied him?” (2:17)

• “How shall we return?” (3:7)

• “How have we robbed you?” (3:8)

• “How have we spoken against you?” (3:13)



My Messenger



My Messenger

John the 

Baptist



He is, John the Baptist, the one who will "go 

before the Lord to prepare his ways" 

(Luke 1:76). 



He is, John the Baptist, the one who will "go 

before the Lord to prepare his ways" 

(Luke 1:76). 

He is Elijah, the one Malachi foretells later in 

his book: it says, "I will send the prophet 

Elijah before the great and terrible day of the 

LORD comes"
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ָפט ִמשְׁ Mishpāṭ
Hebrew word mishpāṭ occurs 

three times (Mal. 2:17; 3:5; 4:4) 

1. justice ( ט׃ ָּֽ פ  שְׁ ham·mish·patַהמִּ 2:17),

2. judgment (  ט פ  שְׁ lam·mish·patַלמִּ 3:5), 

3. ordinances ( ים׃ ּו ָּֽ טִּ פ  שְׁ מִּ u·mish·pa·tim 4:4)
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ָפט ִמשְׁ Mishpāṭ

Justice – Judgement – Ordinances/Law

Key word in Malachi



And you will go out and frolic 

like well-fed calves.





Nassim Taleb



“Some things benefit from shocks; they thrive 

and grow when exposed to volatility, 

randomness, disorder, and stressors and … 

risk, and uncertainty. Yet, in spite of the 

ubiquity of the phenomenon, there is no word 

for the exact opposite of fragile. Let us call it 

antifragile. Antifragility is beyond resilience 

or robustness. The resilient resists shocks and 

stays the same; the antifragile gets better.”



1. Fragile systems cannot cope with 

disorder and often collapse

2. Robust systems can withstand 

change

3. Anti-fragile systems benefit from 

disorder.



Why does a church need to be anti-

fragile?
Because it’s exposed to all sorts of volatility, 

randomness and disorder.

• Transitions in leadership

• Changes in the environment and culture

• Unexpected death or departure of key 

members

• Sin











10 Bring the whole tithe into the 

storehouse, that there may be food in 

my house. Test me in this,’ says the Lord 

Almighty, ‘and see if I will not throw 

open the floodgates of heaven and 

pour out so much blessing that there 

will not be room enough to store it. 




