The Easter story shows us that when Jesus interacted with
people, it was personal. Jesus got to know a person and was real
with what was going on in their lives. Our challenge this Lent is
not only be open to personally experiencing Jesus but being
open in our small groups. Let’s trust each other and dive in with
a very personal warm up question -

Where are you in your relationship with Jesus/God?
Using the picture below as an analogy , if the pool represented our relationship with Jesus ... is there
a character in the picture that best describes how you feel your relationship with Jesus is right now?
Feel free to draw another character if none matches or even just write words to describe it. There
are no right or wrong answers and you can be as literal or as metaphoric as you like. Just be honest.

As a church we aim that by Easter we will all be a little closer / deeper / more connected with Jesus.
In our last study we will have the same opening question so that we can assess whether this Lenten
journey has been helpful for us. Are we ready to dive in ...

Read Psalm 42:1-11

Read John 15:1-17

1. What words or phrases in the Psalm jumps
out to you? Are there any immediate insights
that you would like to share or questions that
you would like to ask?

1. What words or phrases in the reading jumps
out to you? Are there any immediate insights
that you would like to share or questions that
you would like to ask?

2. What word do you think best describes the
feelings of the Psalmists?

2. How do you understand the analogy that
Jesus is the vine, we are the branches and that
God the Father is the Gardener? (John 15:2,5)

a) Thirsty
b) Depressed
c) Lost
d) Homesick
d) Hopeful
e) Spiritually Doubting
f) other _________________
3. Some commentators connect Psalm 42 with
the events found in 2 Kings 14:11-14. Does
the insight that the writer may have been
taken hostage away from his homeland give a
different perspective?
4. The Psalmist in verse 9 asks basically the
same question as the taunts of his foes in
verses 5 and 11. Do you think that there is a
difference in the way these questions are put?
5. What advice or wisdom does verse 5 and 11
give about what to do when you are feeling
like the Psalmist? Do you think that this is a
realistic approach?
6. The Psalmist in verse 4 longs to be back in
God’s house in Jerusalem, but what is he
learning about God from his current
experiences? (Hint: compare the difference
between what is happening “day and night” in
42:3 compared with 42:8?

3. Why is it important to bear fruit for God?
(verse 16) What is the difference between
fruit which “remains” and fruit that doesn’t?
Where do the fruit of the Spirit (Galatians
5:22-23) fit into this?
4. What do you think would be involved in
“pruning”? (verse 2)
5. Look more closely at what Jesus said in John
15:4-5. What activity on our part is the only
source of real abundance? What startling
truth does Jesus reveal about our ability to
bear fruit at any level? What does this say to
you about the importance of depending on
God? If you took this step of faith to totally
depend on God, what changes would you
need to make in your day-to-day living?
6. Read Ephesians 3:17 and Colossians 2:7.
What does it mean for you to be “rooted and
established in Jesus”?
7. How does verses 9 and 12 tie together? How
is love the essential dynamic of the Christian
life? How do verses 12-13 take Jesus’
command to love even further that John
13:34-35?

1. Psalm 42:7 has the line “deep calls to deep”.
Phil in his sermon encourages us to “go a little
deeper ... spiritually speaking”. Have a look at
the references that Phil mentioned in his
sermon. What are the advantages of going
deeper with God/Jesus?
a) Luke 5:4
b) Luke 6:48
c) Ezekiel 31:3,4
2. In Psalm 42:1, the Psalmist speaks of a
spiritual longing ... “As the deer pants for
water, soul my soul longs for you, O God”.
Have you ever felt that sense of not being
near God and desperate to get back to God?
3. The Psalm in 42:4 says that when he is feeling
far away from God, remembering what God
has done in the past is helpful to
remembering that God is good in the tough
times. Would you agree with this?
What things are helpful for you to do or think
about when you feel far away from God? How
does this help?
4. Phil in his sermon says suggested three
additional ways of going in deeper with God/
Jesus:
1. To openly explore the questions
(be real with your doubts and learning together)

1. In John 15:15 Jesus refers to his relationship
with his followers as both servants and
friends. Which one do you see the
relationship more as .. a servant or a friend?
Quote from Phil’s Sermon: In the church we are
constantly talking about a personal relationship
with Jesus, but for some people this is all just talk.
The whole idea of this relationship being real or
tangible is something they have never experienced
and sounds as possible as a UFO landing in their
front yard. Since becoming a minister I have talked
to numerous people who say something along the
lines of, “I look at you and you seem so passionate
about Jesus, it seems like Jesus is something that is
real for you, and that hurts because for me it is
nothing. I try praying and it seems to fall flat. I pray
to accept Jesus into my life and I don’t feel anything.
I sit in church and see people really connecting to a
sermon but it just means nothing to me. I want to
know Jesus like you do, but I just can’t find him. I
wonder if this is all real and I feel like just giving up.”

2. Do you think that everyone can have a
personal experience of Jesus or is it just
something that certain personality types
experience?
3. Have you ever felt like the person above? If
so, was there a point where you experienced a
“breakthrough” in this idea of abiding in Jesus?
What helped that to happen?

2. To seek an experience of God’s grace

(eg. worship, communion, prayer, meditation)

3. To express God’s love to others
(closer to Jesus through being like Jesus)

4. What are some practical things that the church
can do to help people who are feeling like the
person above?

What is your response to Phil’s teaching
5. What is a practical way that you can go a little
deeper with God / Jesus over the next two
weeks?

5. How would you try to explain to the person
above how to abide in Jesus? How would you
explain a passage such as 1 John 1:1-3 which
talks about us being “in God” and God being
“in us”?

1. Jesus throughout the gospels talks about both
believing in him (eg John 3:16, John 7:38, John
11:25) and the importance of knowing him (John
10:14-15, John 14:9, Matthew 7:23).

1. John 15:2a and 6 imply the uncomfortable idea
that we as branches have to produce fruit or
else we will be “gathered up and tossed into
the fire”. On the surface this seems to suggest
a model of “salvation by works” rather than
“salvation by faith.” Is it? If it isn’t, then how
do we make sense of these verses?

What do you think the difference is and which is
more important when it comes to our
relationship with Jesus ... believing in Jesus or
knowing Jesus?

2. In John 15:5, Jesus declares that without him
we can do nothing? What does this mean in
practice because there has been spiritually dry
times in my life and I still can do things? What
about when we hear stories of people who are
struggling in their faith or even having no faith
in Jesus doing amazing things for God and for
others?

2. Some historians have pondered why Christianity
succeeded over other religions when its beliefs
and moral teaching were not that that different.
One answer given is the transforming nature
that comes from a personal experience of the
risen Jesus (such as Paul on the road to
Damascus) is the thing that makes Christianity
different. Agree or Disagree?

Prayer:

Bill Gaultiere on his website SoulShepherding
talks about “Abiding Prayers” . Bill says that
often our normal practice is to come to God in
prayer with a long list of requests for ourselves
and others (and a lot of words to go with them).
While this is a good and valid way to pray, Bill
suggests another way to sometimes pray is
“abiding in prayer”.
The idea is to first take some time to be still and
centre your heart and mind on God/Jesus. Then
pray a persons name or a situation and just hold
them for a few moments in prayerful silence in
God’s abiding presence. Why not as a group give
this idea of “Abiding Prayer” a go?

Prayer format:
• Sit comfortably. Hold your hands open in your lap.
• Hear the words of God in Psalm 46:10 ...

Be still and know that I am God
Be still and know that I AM
Be still and know
Be Still ...
• Focus on Jesus the vine, and ask God the gardener to help

make your connection as a branch strong and healthy.

• Name before God a person or situation - don’t worry

about giving details ... God knows ... just lift up the person
or situation in prayerful silence.
• When the prayers are concluding, the leader can pray

“Jesus ... into your hands we commit these things. Amen”

For access to sermon recordings, notes as well as other bible study
materials and links, (when they become available), go to:

www.turramurrauniting.org.au/IN
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