Study 3: The way forward - A Biblical approach to sustainable lifestyles:
Creation completed

In the previous two studies we have looked at Creation. In this final study we shall consider
how we should live as a redeemed people in the support of Creation.
Climate Change and water resources

https://www.climate.gov/news-features/understanding-climate/climate-change-
atmospheric-carbon-dioxide
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displaced as climate refugees. In the ten years since 2015, most of these predictions have
been shown to be true.

The 2026 UN report states that we have overshot the 2015 target and are heading for 1.8C
rise. The Himalayan glaciers are melting at double their rate since 2000 (ICIMOD)

Research at UNSW Fowlers Gap has demonstrated a 200% increase in rainfall storm
intensity in the past 10 years. Climate change is happening and impacting the most
vulnerable!

We have lost our faithfulness for what God requires and failed to love God and our neighbour

1. Reflection: Do you think God’s creation has a limit to growth? Should we be
concerned?

2. Where does our hope for renewal begin? In other words, how do we tap into God’s
Living Water?”

3. What is the result of reconciliation with God for the way we live in relation to others
and creation. (think of Ezekiel and Living Water)
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How can we live more sustainably?

As part of the Uniting Church Synod Climate Action Strategy adopted in 2019, the Synod is
encouraging Uniting Church members, households and communities to take part in the
Living the Change initiative: https://www.unitingclimate.org/take-action/living-the-change/

The Synod’s 2019 resolution that established the Synod Climate Action Strategy commits
us as a whole church to act faithfully by reducing our own emissions and not just call on
others to take this step.

It is all about — where God’s intended order is built back into our social and economic
systems.

The economic principles were set out in the Book of Leviticus:

The Sabbath (Lev 23.3)
The Sabbath year (Lev 25.3-7)
The Jubilee (Lev 25.8-13)

4. Look up these references and discuss to what extent we adhere to these principles
today

For example, the Jubilee Story
Jubilee 2000 achieved the cancellation of large debts in low-income countries. This was a
practical application of the Jubilee principle. But it goes beyond this.

The best of times, the worst of times
(Quoted from htips://www.tearfund.org.au/resources/the-restorative-economy)

In 2050, when we — or our children — look back on the kind of world that we have shaped
over our lifetime and bequeathed to those who follow us, what will we see? In many ways
we are living in a golden age.

o The last 25 years have seen what the economist Branko Milanovic calls ‘probably the
profoundest reshuffle of people’s economic positions since the Industrial Revolution’.

¢ Millions of families around the world have made a ‘great escape’ from poverty.


https://www.unitingclimate.org/take-action/living-the-change/

e Life expectancy is increasing, diseases such as malaria and measles are retreating,

5. Can you think of any other improvements?

But for many people there has been:

e increasing vulnerability in developed countries, as safety nets are eroded and wages
stagnate.

¢ An increasing gap between the wealthy and the poorer populations in developed
countries

6. What are the impacts of economic development on environmental sustainability?

Many of us are using far more than our fair share of water, land, energy and other
resources, sometimes pricing poor people out of the market for these essential goods.
Recent research shows that the richest 1% of the world’s population now own about as
much wealth as the rest of humanity put together. If this growing inequality translates into
differences in purchasing power and political power — rather than stimulating increased
generosity — it will make life much harder for many of the world’s poorest people.

7. Discuss how can we reduce our carbon footprint. Consider such things as buying
local (reduces carbon miles) energy use, packaging, recycling and ethical
companies.

Baptist Aid publishes annually an interesting ethical fashion guide.

https://baptistworldaid.orqg.au/2025/11/13/from-tailoring-to-temu

This is an interesting article on the history of fashion and how we arrived at buying fast
fashion from Temu.

The chocolate industry is notorious for child labour. Look for Fair Trade, Rainforest Alliance
or Certified.

https://ethical.org.au/categories/126

8. Discuss what might it look like to organise our 21-st century economy around the idea
of jubilee?

9. Personal reflection: What aspects of your own home life do you think you could

change? Do you feel moved to advocate and/or pray for a specific environmental
challenge (refer the church flyer for ideas).

“Do your little bit of good where you are; it’s those little bits of good put together that
overwhelm the world”

Archbishop Desmund Tutu


https://baptistworldaid.org.au/2025/11/13/from-tailoring-to-temu

Christians are invited to step into God's life-giving river, recognizing ecological damage such
as droughts, floods, and polluted waterways while working actively for environmental
renewal and human well-being (Season of Creation 2026)

Prayer

Holy God, our Living Water, we give you thanks for blessing us with your Spirit. Help us to
see you in the waters that surround us, in springs, rivers, lagoons, oceans and the falling
rain. May we remember that, like water, you provide us with what we need to live and grow.
May our hearts overflow with your love, so that we may share your Living Water with all of
your creation.

(Living Water: Season of Creation 2026)

The difference a period of wet weather makes after years of drought



