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Ministers’ Reports

Minister’s Report - Phil

It has been another big year in the life of TUC, with plenty to
celebrate. It has also been a year of change, honest reflection
and some important decisions about our future.

A lot of my time over the past 12 months has gone into the

Mission Planning process—finishing the larger conversations,

shaping the vision and beginning to work out how we actually put
it into practice. The Vital Ministry Review and Growth and Mission consultation
were encouraging, but also reminded us that we cannot simply keep doing what
we have always done. | have particularly appreciated the growing focus on
discipleship and connection, including the development of Circles and the
Growing Generosity program. | loved watching the tree grow as people reflected on
the many ways we can share our time, gifts, money
and energy.

Worship continues to be one of my great joys of
ministry at TUC. Across our three worshipping
communities, we have explored some great biblical
themes, heard from a wide variety of preachers, and
enjoyed excellent music and creative worship. The
Love Wins Easter program was a personal highlight,
especially seeing the LOVE wall come together
through the work of Amy, Kobie, Liss and Sue.
Christmas was also special, with the church filled with
lights for our Light of the World services and another
creative Christmas Eve celebration.

EVOLVE continues to be an important and exciting part of our church, and | am
always impressed by the thoughtfulness, creativity and leadership of our young
adults. The shared dinners, music, conversations and different worship
experiences have helped create a caring and inclusive community. The Feast for
Freedom dinner, with more than 100 people attending, was a wonderful example
of faith, justice, generosity and community coming together.

Our children’s and youth ministries have also continued to bring energy and life to
the church. Turra Turtles, Turrazone, SQ1, Kids’ Church, Sunday Funday and SRE
all provide important opportunities to build relationships, explore faith and help
our younger people know that they are an important part of this church.

N The past 12 months have also included some significant
transitions. Our formal ministry-sharing relationship with
St Andrew’s South Turramurra came to an end after three

| years, and Kevin and Daniel have concluded their ministry
roles with us. Both have made an enormous contribution
to the church, and | am personally grateful for their

. friendship, faithfulness and partnership in ministry. At the
same time, the church is working through the process of
extending my placement at TUC. After eight years here, |
continue to feel strongly called to this church and to the

work ahead of us.

There have been many other highlights: two successful Flea Markets, the
Community Carols, the new Social Pudding Club, the Community Choir, bus trips,
TUC and Friends, Coffee with Kevin and Phil, our support of The Dish, and our
increasing involvement in social justice and mission. There has also been sadness
as we have farewelled a number of much-loved members of our church family,
whose absence is still felt.

| continue to feel deeply grateful to be the minister at TUC. This is a church | love,
filled with people | enjoy serving alongside. | am excited about the direction we are
heading, even though | know the next stage will bring some challenges. There is
plenty of work ahead of us, but | also believe God is at work among us and leading
us into something new.

Finally, thank you to our Church Council, Management Committee, Mission
Council, worship teams, and the many people who quietly keep things going each
week. Thank you to Ana for all that she carries in the office, and to Rob, Heather,
Ean, Nigel and the Church Council, whose wisdom and guidance | rely on. Ministry
is never something done alone, and | continue to feel very blessed to share it with

this church community. Rev. Phil Swain




Minister’s Report - Kevin

This is my final Minister's Report for the AGM. It has

been a great privilege to serve as your minister.

Walking alongside you in worship, preaching God's

Word, sharing in times of joy and sorrow, and seeing

people grow in their faith has been one of the

greatest blessings of my ministry. Over recent

months | have found it both joyful and difficult to

continue ministering while preparing to say goodbye.

Yet, throughout this season, God has been gracious. |

am deeply thankful that | can finish this chapter with gratitude, peace and
confidence that God will continue to lead this church into its next season.

Over the past year our three worshipping congregations have continued to express
the richness and diversity of TUC. The 9 am congregation continues to be the main
gathering of our church family across generations. One of the greatest joys of my
ministry has been preaching God's Word to this congregation, encouraging us to
keep Christ at the centre of our lives and to live out our faith in everyday life. It has
also been encouraging to welcome several new people into this congregation, and |
pray they will become part of the future leadership and life of our church.

The 10.45 am congregation has remained a faithful and generous community of

worship. Their commitment over many years has provided stability and wisdom,
and | believe they will continue to be an important spiritual foundation for TUC in
the years ahead.

EVOLVE has continued to grow as a welcoming community for young adults and
others seeking an evening congregation. | have been encouraged by the creativity
and generosity of so many musicians, leaders and volunteers who have given their
time so faithfully. Their willingness to serve gives me confidence that Evolve will
continue to mature as a community of worship and discipleship.

Over the past 15 months, our
. congregations also participated in an
important mission planning process.
Planning is only the beginning. My
prayer is that God will continue to guide
TUC as these shared hopes are putinto
practice in the years ahead. Iflam
! _ : honest, this has been an area of both
_: ' . 1 . encouragement and disappointment.
= . i ) _ Through Sunday Funday, Kids Church
i and other children's ministries, many
volunteers have invested significant
time, energy and love into our younger families. Although we have not seen the
numerical growth for which we had hoped, | believe seeds have been planted.
Faithful ministry is not always measured by immediate results, and | pray that
those seeds will continue to bear fruitin God's time.

Our partnership with St Andrews has now reached the conclusion of its
Memorandum of Understanding. It has been a privilege to share in the ministry of
that congregation over the past three years. Although the formal partnership has
ended, | believe St Andrews is well placed to begin their next chapter as they
prepares to call a new minister. | pray that God will continue to guide and
strengthen both congregations as neighbours serving Christ together in this
community.

One of the great strengths of TUC continues to be its connection with the wider
community. Major events such as the Flea Market and Carols have welcomed
many people from our local community and strengthened relationships with our
neighbours. At the same time, our regular ministries—including TurraTurtles
Playgroup, Community Choir, our Friday children’s programs and many other
activities—have demonstrated God's love week after week through hospitality,
friendship and service. These ministries are important expressions of the gospel in
everyday life.

As | prepare to conclude my ministry at TUC, | find myself reflecting not on
programs or events, but on people. Thank you for allowing me to share your lives—
for welcoming my family, for trusting me as your minister, for praying for me, and
for serving alongside me. | have learnt much from you, and | will carry those
lessons into every future ministry God calls me to. As | leave, my prayer is simple:
that TUC will always keep Jesus Christ at the centre, welcome people with
generosity, serve faithfully, and follow wherever God leads. Thank you for allowing
me to be part of your story. May God richly bless Turramurra Uniting Church in the

years ahead. Rev. Kevin Kim




Children § Youth Worker - Daniel

As | reflect on the past year of ministry at TUC, | am
incredibly grateful for the opportunity to have been part of
this community and to journey alongside so many young
people, families, volunteers and members of the wider
church over the past two years. It has been a privilege to
see the many ways God has been at work in and through
this place, and | am thankful to have shared in the life and
ministry of this community.

Throughout the year, | have had the opportunity to be involved in a range of
ministries that have allowed me to connect with young people, families and the
wider church community. Our Friday night youth ministries have continued to be
places where young people can have fun, build meaningful relationships and
explore faith together in a welcoming and supportive environment. | have also
appreciated being involved in Sunday worship, whether leading from the front or
simply worshipping alongside others as part of the congregation.

One of the highlights of the past year was the Trivia Night we held in July. It was
wonderful to see people from both our church family and the wider community
come together for a fun evening while raising more than $1,800 to support
Countdown to Christmas. More than just a

fundraiser, the night was a great reminder

of the strong sense of community at TUC

and the joy that comes when people

gather, connect and work together.

Events such as HSC Prayer Breakfast, Flea

Markets and Countdown to Christmas have

also continued to bring me great joy as |

have seen our church community come

together with generosity and hospitality.

These moments have been a reminder of the many ways God is at work through
the people who call TUC home.

One of the greatest encouragements throughout my time at TUC has been the
many volunteers who faithfully serve in our children's and youth ministries. Their
willingness to give their time, energy and care has made a lasting difference in the
lives of so many young people. It has been a privilege to serve alongside them, and
I am deeply thankful for the way they continue to reflect God's love through their
commitment to the next generation. As|come to the end of my time at TUC, | do
so with a deep sense of gratitude for all that God has done over the past two years.
Thank you to everyone who has welcomed, encouraged and supported Nicole and
me throughout our time here at TUC. It has been a privilege to share in the life of
this church, and | leave confident that God will continue to work in and through
this community as together you seek to know and share the love of Christ.

Daniel Gibb

Leadership & Vision

Church Council

It's been a year of real change for TUC — and a year

of deliberate, faithful discernment about what God

is calling us toward next, as we moved from words

to action on our mission planning. Growing

Generosity, our third and final Imagining Hope

program, reached around 100 people across seven

Inspiration Events. Building on that momentum, Circles launched in June, and
work is well underway reimagining our 9am worship and Friday Night ministry.
Meanwhile, our young adults' community had another strong year of creative
worship and continues to go from strength to strength, becoming an increasingly
vital element of our worship life at TUC.

This year has also asked much of our ministry team, and they've met it with grace
and care. Following a Vitality in Ministry review, Kevin has discerned a new
direction for his ministry and will conclude with us next month, closing nearly five
years of preaching, pastoral care and leadership, including our partnership with St
Andrews.




Daniel's contract concludes at the end of July, capping a period of real growth in
Turrazone and Square One under his leadership. To Phil, Kevin and Daniel: thank
you, sincerely, for your faithfulness and the care you've shown this congregation
through a demanding season.

Moving forward, TUC transitions to a single-minister model under Phil's continued
leadership. Alongside this, our three-year shared ministry partnership with St
Andrews, South Turramurra, draws to a close. St Andrews is now pursuing its own
ministry agent through Presbytery, and a service of thanksgiving is planned to
honour three years of shared mission together.

Church Council elections were held in June 2026, with six candidates putting their
names forward: Lynne Acworth, Nigel Clarke, Lavier Laurino de Mesquita Filho, lan
Kitcher, Wayne Prowse and Trevor Warren. Thank you to each of them for saying
yes to serve, and a sincere thanks also to Will Giacometti, who steps down after 6
years of faithful contribution to Council.

Beyond all these names, this year has been carried by volunteers across worship,
kids and youth ministry, pastoral care, hospitality and tech. To all of you: thank
you. This church runs on your generosity.

As we look ahead, we do so with confidence, not because the path is fully clear,
but because we've walked this far together, and God has been faithful every step.

Ean van Vuuren Church Council Chair

TUC Management Committee

Membership: Rob Day (Treasurer), Judy Giacometti, Lara Fowler, Peter Baily,
Nigel Clarke (Chairperson). Ex-Officio: Phil Swain and Kevin Kim (Ministers)

The TUC Management Committee meets every month on the second Tuesday of
the month, except January, May and August. Particular attention is given regularly
to the state of the financial accounts, regulatory requirements, and special
projects. The Committee reviews the Work Health and Safety Risk Register and
oversees day-to-day staffing matters, and it ensures that all employment
contracts comply with Synod requirements and applicable laws. The
Management Committee also directly oversees any property matters. The Church
Treasurer and Chairperson have delegated authority to address urgent property
matters up to $2,500. The Committee takes its responsibility seriously to carefully
administer TUC's finances and structural well-being, including adherence to all
regulatory requirements and reporting financials and significant business to the
Church Council monthly.

This year, the Management Committee has

. Administered the receipt and allocation of funds donated for general and
specific use according to the budget approved by the TUC Congregation;

. Managed various major technology, electrical, plumbing and structural works
in and around the TUC complex, including the LED lighting upgrade throughout
the centre.

. Managed the lease of the flat at the rear of the administration building, and the
manse we rent from Gordon/Pymble UCA.

. Provided oversight of the relationship between TUC and Uniting Early Learning

. Facilitated Synod annual returns, ACNC (Charities Commission) reporting,
insurance cover, auditing of the accounts and various other annual financial
requirements;

. Assisted the Treasurer with the preparation of a Budget for the financial year
2026/2027 for approval by the Church Council and the Congregation;

. Exercised general oversight of various staffing arrangements on behalf of the
Church Council, and

. Prepared advice to Church Council as requested by Church Council.




9am Worship Support Group

The past twelve months have included some
great worship themes and series for our 9am
congregation. We have explored Thessalonians,
Our God Provides, Called by God, Philippians, the
letters to Timothy, and have also spent time
working through the Gospel of John. We have
appreciated the variety of people who have
preached and led worship, each bringing their
own approach and insights to the Bible readings and themes.

There have been some particularly memorable programs during the year. Our
three-week Growing Generosity series encouraged us to think about how we use
and share what God has given us, with the huge tree created by Geoff providing a
wonderful visual focus. During Lent and Easter, our Love Wins theme was
supported by the amazing love artwork that gradually transformed the church. At
Christmas, we explored Jesus as the Light of the World, culminating in a Christmas
Eve service where the whole church was lit up.

We are continuing our “Reimagining 9am”
journey, thinking together about how the
service can continue to develop and be a

, welcoming, engaging and growing
worshipping community. There are still
questions to explore and ideas to try, but
we are thankful for the strength of the
worship we already share. We are keen to
also learn from other churches to see how they are engaging with families and
helping people to grow through worship.

Each week we are blessed with great music within our worship, supported by an
exceptional tech team who look after sound, visuals and the livestream. We are
also grateful for everyone who contributes through preaching, leading worship,
prayers, Bible readings, welcoming, Kids’ Church, morning tea and the many
practical jobs that happen behind the scenes. Thank you to everyone who plays a
partin making 9am worship happen each week.

10:45am Traditional Worship

The 10:45am Traditional Worship Service continues
to be an important and much-loved part of the life
of Turramurra Uniting Church. Each week, the
congregation gathers for worship shaped by
familiar hymns, prayer, Scripture and preaching,
with a strong sense of friendship and care. Over the past year, the congregation
has experienced both sadness and encouragement. A number of much-loved
regular members have died, and they are deeply missed. At the same time, it has
been lovely to welcome some new people into the 10:45am church family. The
growing number of walkers parked around the church each Sunday is perhaps a
reminder that this is a congregation determined to keep showing up!

The congregation is very grateful for the music ministry of Ross and Robin, and this
year has also warmly welcomed Robyn Mead to the team of organists. Their gifts
and faithful contribution add greatly to the worship each week. One of the
highlights of the year was the Christmas Carols and Lessons service. Itwas a
beautiful service, made especially memorable by the contribution of the
Turramurra Community Choir. Special thanks also go to Wayne and Jon, who
regularly drive the church bus and make it possible for a number of people to
attend worship each week. Their practical care is greatly appreciated.

The 10:45am congregation is thankful for the leadership of Kevin and Phil, and for
all those who contribute through reading, prayer, welcoming, morning tea, music
and pastoral care. Together, these contributions continue to make the service a
warm, faithful and supportive worshipping community.



EVOLVE: Discipleship Community

This year has been another big one for
EVOLVE. We have continued to shape the
community around the things that matter
most to us: sharing life together, taking
Jesus seriously, creating space for honest
questions, and making sure people feel
welcomed and included.

One of the biggest changes has been simplifying the way our Sunday nights work.
Rather than using the GATHER, ENGAGE, DIVE and GLOW cycle, we have focused
more clearly on sharing dinner together and creating a variety of worship experiences.
Dinner is not just something that happens before worship; it is an important part of
how we worship. It is where people catch up, meet someone new, share what is
happening in their lives and experience the welcome, care and inclusion that sit at the
heart of EVOLVE.

We have also introduced three worship
teams - Red, Blue and Green - with each
team taking responsibility for roughly a
month of services before handing over to
the next. This has allowed more people to
contribute ideas, try new things and take
ownership of the direction of EVOLVE. It
has also helped develop a stronger culture
of shared and collaborative leadership.

The quality of worship throughout the year has been excellent. We have explored
themes including the Church, Outsiders, the Trinity, Uniting Beliefs and Lament. Some
nights have involved teaching and discussion, while others have created space for
reflection, prayer and deeply meaningful, intimate worship. We have also been
fortunate to hear from some brilliant speakers, including the always-popular Rev Dr
Sunny Chen.

A major highlight was the Feast for Freedom dinner, which
grew significantly this year and welcomed more than 100
people. It was a powerful night of community, generosity
and justice, and a great example of what can happen when
EVOLVE works alongside the wider church.

Music continues to be one of EVOLVE’s great strengths, but
the real heart of the community is the people. There is a
genuine sense of care, openness and belonging, and it has been exciting to see more
people stepping into leadership and contributing their gifts.

EVOLVE is still evolving, and we are now working on what it means to take the
community to the next level. There is plenty more to explore, but there is also a
strong foundation to build on.

Easter Services

Our Easter services followed the theme Love Wins, taking us from the intimacy of
Maundy Thursday, through the sorrow of Good Friday, to the celebration of Easter
Sunday.

Around 45 people gathered in the chapel on Maundy Thursday for a deeply moving
service of communion and Tenebrae. On Good Friday, we opened ourselves again
to the love of God revealed through the cross, with worship shaped by reflection,
prayer, music and silence.

Across the weekend, the amazing LOVE wall helped tell the Easter storyin a
powerful visual way. A huge thank you goes to our four artists—Amy Kelfkens, Kobie
Bosch, Melissa Day and Sue Bolton—whose creativity brought each letter to life.

Easter Sunday was a joyful celebration, with more than 160 adults and children
joining us. There was plenty of energy and fun, including Daniel’s impressive paper-
folding skills, Phil’s Jenga gt

illustration, and an indoor
Easter egg hunt. Together,
the weekend gave us
space to reflect, worship
and celebrate the good
news that love wins and
Christisrisen.




Countdown to Christmas / Light of the World!

Last Christmas was another huge week of fun, creativity and community at TUC.
Countdown to Christmas once again brought together kids, young people, young
adults, families and plenty of helpers, all leading into our biggest worship service
of the year on Christmas Eve.

This year’s Christmas theme was Light of the
World. Across the Countdown to Christmas
program, the kids explored what it means for
Jesus to bring light, hope and love into the
world. There were games, food, Bible
teaching, and lots of energy, learning and fun.
As always, the program was only possible
because of an amazing team of leaders and
helpers who gave their time to organise
activities, cook, supervise, set up, pack down
and make the whole week happen.

The main feature of our Christmas Eve service was
the Christmas pantomime, which brought heroes
and villains together in a very creative retelling of the
Christmas story. The cast included many of the kids
and young people from Countdown to Christmas,
supported by our young adults. There was plenty of
audience participation, lots of laughs and, of course,
some brilliantly rewritten songs that helped us
discover where the true light of Christmas is found.

The whole church looked incredible under a
sea of fairy lights, creating a spectacular
setting for carols, candles and worship.
Another highlight was the creative retelling of
the Bible reading using shadow puppets,
which added something really special to the
service.

Christmas Eve was packed, joyful and full of
energy, but at the heart of it all was the good
news that Jesus is the Light of the World. A
massive thank you to everyone who wrote,
directed, performed, played music, worked on sound and lighting, made costumes
and props, led the Countdown to Christmas program or helped behind the scenes.
It really does take a huge team to make this week happen, and we couldn’t do it
without you!

Bec Swain & Max Day

2025 Christmas Community Carols

Our fifth Turramurra Community Carols in
December 2025 was another wonderful
opportunity to gather with our local community
and share the hope of Christmas. An estimated
600 people attended, creating a fantastic
opportunity to proclaim the good news of Jesus
Christ in a welcoming and family-friendly
setting.

The evening began with pre-Carols
entertainment from Turramurra Community
Choir under the leadership of choir master Matt, as well as Steve Koroknay and
Don & Katt, while families enjoyed face painting, the BBQ and snow cones. This
year, quiet battery-powered generators successfully replaced the usual diesel
generators, proving to be a reliable and more environmentally friendly option. Due
to forecast strong winds, the jumping castle was cancelled as a safety precaution.

An event of this size depends on the faithful service of
| many volunteers. We extend our sincere thanks to the
musicians, singers, technical team, entertainers,
welcomers, MC, setup and pack-up crews, BBQ and
refreshment teams, decorators, those who prepared
the songbooks, our ministers who shared the
% Christmas message, and everyone who invited family
¢ and friends. Your generosity and service made the
evening possible.




Financially, the event
recorded a loss of $2,317.
While sponsorship
opportunities may help
reduce future costs, the
Carols remain a valuable
outreach ministry and an
importantinvestmentin
connecting with our
community.

Most importantly, the Community Carols provided a meaningful opportunity to
share the gospel. Through the carols, Scripture readings and the Christmas
message, many heard of God's love shown in the birth of Jesus Christ and the hope
of salvation found in Him. We pray that the seeds planted on the night will
continue to bear fruit in the lives of those who attended.

AN * =E==2  As we look ahead, we will
o~ continue exploring ways to

' encourage deeper spiritual

engagement with those who

come to the Carols. We thank

God for His faithfulness and

pray that He will continue to

use this event to point our

| community to Christ and the

hope found in the gospel.

Cam Giacometti

TUC Missionaries

At Turramurra Uniting Church, we continue to value the opportunity to support
people serving in mission both locally and overseas. This year has brought a
number of changes for some of the missionary families with whom we have
shared a long connection.

Matt and Heidrun Blair continue their work with Logos
Hope, serving through the ship’s ministry of books,
education and Christian witness in ports around the
world. It has also been exciting to hear that their
daughter Amy has now joined the Logos Hope team and
is travelling and serving on the ship as well.

Ben and Antonia Wilkins had to leave their missionary placement quite suddenly
because of political difficulties within the country where they were serving. They
are currently back in Australia and helping with SIM while they take time to work
out what the next step will be for their family. We continue to pray for them
through this unexpected season of change.

After many years of faithful ministry with Power to
Change, Grant Bickerton has stepped back from his
missionary role at the university. We give thanks for the
many years he has spent supporting students,
developing leaders and helping people explore
Christian faith, and we wish Grant and Kathryn well as
they move into a new season.

This year we have also been excited to learn more about
the work of Zambia’s Child through Edwina and Peter
Baily. They recently travelled to visit the school and saw
firsthand the work being done through education,
practical care and Christian discipleship. Their stories
and photos gave us a much clearer picture of the
difference this ministry is making in the lives of children
and families. We look forward to developing our
connection with Zambia’s Child and exploring how TUC
can support this work in the years ahead.

| We continue to support KCEA and Steve Dodd, the new SRE

Y teacher at Ku-ring-gai High School. We also support the Nimbong
Schoolin India. We are thankful for each of these mission
partners and for the opportunity to share in their work through
prayer, encouragement, relationship and practical support.




Ministry & Mission Teams

Pastoral Care Working Group

The Pastoral Care Working Group (PCWG) supports our ministers in helping
everyone connected to TUC feel loved, connected, and welcomed particularly in
times of need.

A large team of helpers support pastoral care through phone calls, visits, transport
assistance, and organising outings, alongside visits and connections from Kevin
and Phil.

Whether it’s morning coffees, meals, or group outings, many of TUC’s diverse
activities provide moments of pastoral care. Spaces where people can form
friendships, chat and share with each other in safe and welcoming environments.

One of our regular events is the monthly “Coffee with
Phil and Kevin”, where friends enjoy delicious slices
and coffee while Phil or Kevin lead thoughtful
discussions, or simply let the conversations flow.

Similarly, our monthly bus outings, which attract 8-

10 people each time, have taken us on memorable

trips to places like The Sydney Fish Markets, The

Rocks, The Greenway Walk, Brooklyn, Christmas light
displays, and VIVID Sydney, all involving a meal together.

Pastoral care at TUC reaches across all ages. We are always looking for new ways
to connect with empty nesters, families, young adults, and others in our
community with different needs and time commitments.

If you’d like to learn more or explore how you might get involved in the Pastoral
Care Working Group, we’d love to hear from you.

Wayne P and Heather K

Community Choir

The Community Choir has

enjoyed another wonderful year

of music, fellowship and

community. It continues to be

much more than a choir—itis a

place where people from both

our church and the wider

community come together, build friendships and experience a sense of belonging
through the gift of music.

I would especially like to express my sincere appreciation to our choir conductor,
Matt, whose leadership has been both musically excellent and deeply pastoral.
Matt has nurtured not only the musical growth of the choir but also a caring and
welcoming community where every member feels encouraged and valued.

Throughout the past year, the choir has contributed to the life of our church in
many ways. Choir Sundays, including 21 September 2025 and 17 May 2026, were
wonderful opportunities for the choir to lead worship and share their gifts with the
morning congregation. The choir also performed at both our October 2025 and
May 2026 Flea Markets, welcoming the many people who came to our church
throughout the day. Many visitors stopped to listen and enjoy the music, creating a
warm and joyful atmosphere. Our choir members also thoroughly enjoyed the
opportunity to perform before so many people from our local community and to be
part of this important church event.

Our annual Christmas Carol Service was once again a highlight of the year. It was
a joy to celebrate the birth of Christ together through music and to welcome many
visitors who joined us for this special occasion.

Itis my sincere hope that the Community Choir will continue to carry this
wonderful momentum forward. May it remain a place where people gather with a
shared love of music, build lasting friendships, and continue to enrich the life of
our church and community for many years to come. | would like to thank every
choir member for their commitment, enthusiasm and faithful participation
throughout the year.

Kevin Kim




TUC & Friends

TUC & Friends is a friendly social group

for men and women, we meet in the

Lounge at TUC starting with Morning

Tea. We extend a warm welcome for

you to join us at any time. No need to

be aregular, just come along when you

can. Thisis a good opportunity to catch up with old and new friends especially
those that you do not have time to talk to on Sunday. Phil and Kevin also join us for
a Coffee and Chat. The program we have been running for 2025/6 has been:

3rd Wednesday each month 10am - 11.30am - Morning Tea. We serve home
made sandwiches, cakes and slices for morning tea and each month we celebrate
anyone who has had a birthday during that month. Followed by an activity for the
last Y2 hour of the morning, similar to our Thursday Activities Morning.

5th Thursday during the year 10am - 11.30am - Activity Day. On Thursdays we
have a varied program of entertainment maybe a word puzzle, 20 questions, poetry
items, funny stories, or an opportunity to sing a few old favourites.

Mid-Year Lunch - Last year our mid-year lunch was held at the Asquith Bowling
Club. This year we had lunch at the North Turramurra Bowling Club. There was a
wide variety of main courses to choose from and as usual it was a good
opportunity to catch up with friends from our two separate Sunday morning
services.

End-of-Year Lunch - For our last meeting for the year in November we had a very
w successful lunch held at the Church.

A Lucille Taylor and her support team
served 50 delicious home cooked
meals. This was an exceptionally good
day, and enjoyed by everyone who
attended.

We do not meet in December, itis a
busy month for all. Our regular
program begins on the 3rd Wednesday in January.

Treasurers Report - Each month at our morning teas attendees are invited to
donate $5.00 to be distributed to nominated charities during the year. In
December we donated a total $3,000 to 10 nominated Charities, each receiving
$300 each. Aswe are only a small Senior Fellowship group of approximately 25-
30 members this is an achievement to be proud of. Exodus Foundation, Kairos
Ministry — Outside for Women Sydney, Catherine Hamlin Fistula Foundation,
Samaritan’s Purse, Prader-Willi Research, Frontier Services, Operation
Mobilisation, Tearfund Australia, The Dish St John’s Wahroonga and Hornsby
Women'’s Shelter.

TUC & Friends have a great Team of people who help with setting up the lounge,
providing transport, making delicious sandwiches and slices and organizing our
activities, we would like to thank everyone who help and support this lovely,
friendly Social group.

Pamela Bull &§ Lynne Gardiner
Coordinator / Treasurer

Men's Coffee Group (MCG)

This is an initiative that started in 2024 as a
new informal and regular activity for men so
that they can meet together. We catch up
over a cup of coffee/hot chocolate and most
importantly give and receive support and
encouragement to each other and promote
friendships.

We meet on the 3™ Thursday every month at the PCYC Cafe at Waitara Ave,
Waitara. The cafe has plenty of available indoor and outdoor space. Parking is
available along Waitara Ave and disability parking is available under the PCYC with
the entrance from Park Ave and a lift up to the cafe.

So for all men, this is an invitation to join us any month(s), to bring someone else
along if possible and also, to let other men know about this activity. To date we
have had 8-12 coming each month. We would welcome and love to have more
joining us. Hopefully, we will be able to have further initiatives and activities for

men in future.
Keith Napper




Flea Market

Turramurra Community Flea Market, a

combined event with St Andrews

Uniting Church South Turramurra, was

held on 30 May this year and in late

October 2025. The Flea Market

continues to provide opportunity to

connect with the Community, while

raising money for worthy causes

through donated goods, market stalls, fresh food and drinks.

The Flea Market’s success relies on the committed volunteers from TUC, St
Andrews and our treasured ‘community volunteers’. This past year we simplified
set up and pack down by hiring 30 tables which saved a lot of work moving heavy
tables from under the hall. Other recent initiatives such as social media
advertising, taking electronic payments & using the Trybooking system for stalls
along with thoughtful presentation and pricing has meant that we continue deliver
a quality event seeing more money raised by the Flea Market each year.

The Committee approved distribution of funds to
organisations providing outback aid, medical care to
#t homeless and vulnerable, safe spaces via mobile

< outreach vans, at-risk youth and families, comfort
packs for children entering foster care, assistance to
Indigenous people, homeless older women, and
educating African schoolchildren. The TUC
Community Choir sang several pieces which were
very well received and brought an additional lively
vibe to the event.

Unsold items in good condition

were donated to Parramatta R e o LRSS
Mission, Salvos Hornsby and Red |

Nose. 70% of the books were sold

and dealers took all the remaining

books, DVDs, CDs and records.

Two skips were used for rubbish

and less saleable goods; one skip

kindly donated by North Shore Skip

Bins.

Over recent years there have been concerns around the sustainability of the Flea
Market due to its increasing success and the stressors on our shrinking committee
& volunteer base. So, after careful consideration of a number of options, the
committee (albeit reluctantly) has recommended we conclude the Flea Market in
its current format in October 2026. The plan is for a new team to start from now to
look at options for a reinvented market in a new format. TUC & St Andrews Church
Council have endorsed the recommendation & look forward to what FM2.0 might
look like!

A big Thank You to all who contributed time, effort and donated goods this year but
throughout the 44 year history of Turramurra Flea Market. We look forward to
celebrating on 31 October 2026.

Jenni Pand Lara F

Social Pudding Club

Social Pudding Club is a six-month experiment being run in |
partnership with The Social Local Collective. Organised by
Myf Webster, it has been a great way for the church to

work alongside a local community group and create

another welcoming space for people to connect.

The group meets on the first Saturday of each month from
2-4pm in the church lounge. Each gathering has brought
together around 30-40 people to enjoy a wide range of
puddings, cakes, coffee and tea. With plenty to taste and
score, along with a few light-hearted table games, the
afternoons have been relaxed, fun and easy to join.

Most importantly, Pudding Club has created space for

people to meet someone new, deepen friendships and

enjoy being part of the local community. It has been

encouraging to see how something as simple as sharing dessert around a table can
help build genuine connection.




Social Justice Committee

Practical acts of compassion are a given for Christians individually and for the
Church collectively. They flow from the example and teaching of Jesus and from
Scripture. At TUC we have a strong record of providing practical help to needy
people, for example , through our participation in The Dish program, food donations,
and financial support for a range of causes via Flea Market. Our many groups, that
cover all ages from Turra Turtles to TUC and Friends, are actually caring
communities that provide social and emotional support for those who go to them.

While acts of compassion and charity are essential, it is just as essential to ask
“why?” When Martin Luther King campaigned for justice for African American
people, or William Wilberforce for the abolition of the slave trade they were
campaigning for Social Justice. Social Justice is about changing the structures of
society that are the cause of the pain and suffering that acts of compassion and
charity alone cannot solve. Many Christians believe that a concern for Social
Justice also flows from their understanding of Scripture and the example and
teaching of Jesus.

In 2025 we reported that our focus was on awareness rising. This has continued in
a number of ways including providing suggestions to people on the prayer roster,
the Feast for Freedom which was again organised brilliantly by EVOLVE, and at the 9
am service on May 31 where the focus was on Reconciliation. At EVOLVE there is
great interest in Social Justice and in May, Jane Kelly from Common Grace was a
guest speaker. A Climate Action Banner is now on display outside the church and a
Pop-Up Indigenous Library has just been launched.

In October there will be a Social Justice Expo. This is in the initial planning stage,
but the focus will be on how to bring about change at the local level. Other
churches in the Presbytery will be invited to share what they doing, so we can all
learn from each other, together with input from Synod Social Action team, Common
Grace and Sydney Alliance.

The Social Justice Committee meets regularly by Zoom and we would welcome new
members, ideas and feedback.

Bill Thomas forthe Social Justice Committee
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The Dish of St John

TUC has supported The Dish for over 20 years. This local ministry serves a hot

meal four nights a week to people experiencing homelessness or disadvantage. The
Dish also runs a food rescue service in Hornsby, distributing 50+ hampers of fresh
produce and supermarket surplus each week to families and individuals in need.
The Community Pantry has grown since the The Dish has operated out of St Peter’s
Anglican Church, with their own storage space and commercial refrigeration. The
Dish is thankful to TUC for their generous donations of pantry goods!

This year TUC’S ministry to The Dish has been busy. Our rostered evening is the first
Friday of every month when we have frequently served more than forty meals. A
small number (5-7) of committed volunteers efficiently plate up, serve and clear
away. We couldn’t continue this ministry without the generosity of our cooks who
provide delicious and nutritious food. We are indebted and

thankful to several volunteers who are not members of TUC

but faithfully cook and serve with us. We are also thankful to

McFarland’s butcher who donate copious tasty sausages.

An important aspect of this ministry is to talk with the guests.
Rostered once a month has given continuity and a chance to
connect more fully with the community. It is a place for social
connection, friendship and care.

Lara Fowler has coordinated this ministry and served on The Dish committee for
over ten years. She has faithfully organised the provision of food and volunteers to
ensure that each service ran smoothly and that there was plentiful, nutritious food.
TUC thanks you, Lara, for your service and dedication to this ministry.

If you are interested in helping, especially in cooking, speak to Lynne Acworth.




Children, Youth § Families

TurraZone

Turrazone is an energetic and welcoming
group for kids in Years 2-6 that runs every
Friday night from 5:30pm to 7:15pm. Each
week we come together for lots of fun and
games, delicious dinners cooked by Geoff,

and time exploring different Bible stories and
big questions together. It is always a fun and
exciting night, and it has been wonderful to see
the group continue to grow over the past 12
months. We have welcomed a number of new
kids who have become regular members of the
group, with an average attendance of around 12
kids each week and numbers reaching around
16 kids for some of our bigger events.

Over the past year, we have explored four exciting term themes including “Wheely
Big Fun”, “Around the World”, “Turrazone Party” and “Game Night”. Within these
themes, we have shared in plenty of memorable nights including Balloon Night,
where we turned the room into our own giant balloon pit, Nerf Night, Reality
Reloaded, and everyone’s favourite, Chill Night. We also enjoyed a number of food
-themed nights, including cheese, chocolate, donut and ice cream nights. One of
the highlights was seeing the kids serve others through our Meals on Wheels night,
where they helped prepare meals to bless members of our wider church
community.

Alongside all the fun and games, we have continued to explore faith together
through our Bible talks. This year we used our Turrazone Wheel to help answer
some of the big questions kids have about faith and life. We also welcomed guest
speakers who shared about their experiences of church around the world,
explored the fruits of the Spirit, and spent time learning about some lesser-known
characters in the Bible including Esther, Daniel, Hannah, Zacchaeus and the kids’
favourite, Job.

A huge thank you goes to our amazing leadership team, Bec, Ewan, Megan, Max,
Ruby, Kevin and Phil, for their incredible commitment and energy each week.
Thank you also to Geoff for being our wonderful chef and providing delicious meals
every Friday night, and to everyone else who has supported Turrazone throughout
the year. It has been a joy to see this group continue to grow and provide a space
where kids can have fun, build friendships and explore faith together.

SquareOne

Over the past year, Square One has been

through quite a few changes, with most of the

core group finishing high school at the end of last

year. It was great to see them finish this chapter

of their journey well, while also creating space

for a new group of younger high schoolers to step up and begin shaping the future
of Square One. As we continue to reshape Square One with this new group, we
have focused on creating nights that have a distinct Square One vibe. From classic
games like chair soccer and Zug Zug, to activities like Cardines and our trip to 7-
Eleven, it has been wonderful to see this group bring so much energy and
excitement each week. It has been great to see them come along for fun, games,
meaningful conversations and opportunities to explore faith together.

Throughout the year, we have continued to explore topics and questions
suggested by the young people themselves, using our dartboard to help decide
what we talk about each week. We have also spent time looking at some of the
signs throughout the Bible, including the twelve stones in Joshua 4, the bronze
shake in Exodus, and Jesus’ first sign of turning water into wine.

As always, we are incredibly grateful for the leadership and commitment of our
leadership team, including Amy, Max, Kevin and Phil. We also want to give a
special thanks to Mia and Will, who both finished up as leaders last year. It has
been a pleasure leading alongside such a creative, enthusiastic and committed
team, and we are thankful for all that they bring to Square One each week.




Turra Turtles Playgroup

A friend loves at all times, and a brother is born for
a time of adversity. - Proverbs 17:17

Visit Turra Turtles on any Tuesday morning and you

will see this spirit of community in action. Mums,

dads, grandparents and carers of all ages and

cultures sharing life together, creating a place where

everyone is known, seen and valued. Friendships and

connections that were first sparked at playgroup, now exist independently.
Holiday time is an opportunity to organise a meet-up in the park via Whatsapp,
while others are well enough connected to be regularly sharing the difficulties and
challenges of illnesses and other stresses together.

Our playgroup program is deliberately designed to help adults interact with their
children and allow them opportunity to engage with each other too. By creating a
space where people can relax and be vulnerable, simply by doing the actions to
the Wiggles’ Hot Potato or Play School’s, Standing on One Leg (is quite tricky),
playgroup is showing that church can be a place of safety and belonging for
everyone.

It has been particularly encouraging to see more families finding their way into
other church activities over the last year. Whether coming along to the Flea
Market, attending Community Carols and Sunday Fundays or bringing their older
children to Turrazone, a small number of families are finding a deeper belonging in
the Turramurra Uniting Church Community.

“When | came to the Sunday Funday, | was so
impressed by the relationships that have clearly
developed between the playgroup team and the
families who come. | could see the genuine
connection right in front of me.” — Church Member

We are thankful to be part of an interested and

supportive church community. This came alive for us in

Term 2, when Lynn K and Bill T both joined our team

while Sue was away travelling. Broader involvement like

this is vital to ensuring that playgroup members are connected into the wider
church community.

With a strong foundation of trusting relationships already laid, we’re now looking
forward to creating together new opportunities for worship and discipleship of
young families in the coming months.

Edwina Baily




Kids’ Church

Kids Church continues to be one of the most important children’s ministries at
TUC. We are deeply grateful that this ministry continues because of the
commitment, generosity and love of our wonderful teachers. We would like to
express our heartfelt thanks to our Kids Church team: Heather K, Geoff L, Marg L,
Lynne A, Kate M, Jen C, and Daniel G. Each teacher brings different gifts,
personalities and experiences, and together they create a safe, welcoming and
engaging environment where our children can discover God's love through stories,
conversation, prayer and creative activities. Our children have been truly blessed
by their faithful service.

Although we have not welcomed many new primary-aged children into our 9 am
congregation over the past twelve months, it remains vitally important that we
continue to provide a meaningful Kids Church ministry for the children we do have.
Week by week, our teachers faithfully invest in these young lives, helping them to
grow in faith and to know that they belong within the church community.

Our Kids Church team has also played an important role in supporting Sunday
Funday throughout the year. Their involvement has helped strengthen the
connection between these outreach events and the ongoing discipleship that
takes place each Sunday. We hope that families who first connect with us through
Sunday Funday will continue to find a home in our regular worshipping community
through Kids Church.

Finally, we give thanks for the many seeds of faith that continue to be planted and
nurtured each week. While we may not always see immediate results, we trust
that God is at work in the lives of our children.

Sunday Funday

Since last year's AGM, we have

shared four Sunday Funday

gatherings, each exploring a

different theme: Growing with :
God (Term 3), Christmas (Term 4), i

Mission Possible (Term 1), and

More than Enough (Term 2). Each gathering has been an opportunity to worship
together, build friendships, and create a welcoming space where children and
their families can experience God's love in creative and practical ways.

~.. One of the greatest joys of Sunday Funday
=== has been seeing relationships continue to
grow. While attendance varies from term
to term, we have been encouraged by the
) ongoing connections we are building with
young families in our community. | am
also deeply grateful for the wonderful
Sunday Funday team. Over the past year,
we have developed a reliable, creative
and committed group of leaders who
generously give their time, ideas and
energy to make each gathering engaging
and meaningful. Their willingness to
experiment with new activities, crafts,
games, worship and storytelling has
helped create a joyful atmosphere for
children and adults alike. | am confident
that this strong team will continue to lead
and develop Sunday Funday well from
Term 3.

Looking ahead, | am excited about the

introduction of Taste and Eat in the

second half of the year. Sharing food
around the table has always been a powerful way of building community, and |
believe this new initiative will create even deeper relationships among the Sunday
Funday team, our church family, and the young families who join us.

My prayer is that the seeds being planted through these gatherings will continue
to bear fruit in the years ahead—that more families will come to call Turramurra
Uniting Church their home, grow in faith, and, in time, become active participants
and leaders within the life of our church. Thank you for your continued support

and prayers for this important ministry. Kevin Ki
evin K1m




SRE - Special Religious Education in the schools

This year, Phil and | have continued teaching Special Religious Education (SRE) to
Year 3 students at two local public schools—Warrawee Public School and
Turramurra North Public School (a combined Year 3 and 4 class)—every
Wednesday.

This year our classes have been a little smaller, with around 15 students at
Warrawee Public School and approximately 13 students at Turramurra North
Public School. While the numbers are modest, they allow us to build genuine
relationships with the children and create a welcoming environment where they
can explore the Christian faith and ask questions.

We are grateful for the opportunity to enter our local public schools each week to
share God's love and the good news of Jesus. We are especially thankful for
Margaret, who faithfully oversees the SRE ministry across both schools. Her
organisation and encouragement make this ministry possible.

SRE also creates valuable connections with our wider community. At Warrawee
Public School, for example, four children in our SRE class are younger siblings of
children who previously attended our Countdown2Christmas program. We hope
they too will become part of C2C later this

year.

The combined Easter and Christmas

assemblies continue to be highlights of

the year, providing opportunities to share

the Christian message with the wider

school community. We are thankful for

the warm welcome we continue to receive and pray that God will continue to work
through this important ministry.

KCEA (Ku-ring-gai Christian Education Association)

TUC has been a supporter of Special Religious Education
(SRE) at Ku-ring-gai High School (KHS) for over 40

years. This year we welcomed Steven Dodd as SRE
teacher. He comes as a very experienced educator over
many years, including recently as Principal at Berowra
Christian School. Steven has integrated into the KHS
environment very easily, from the rhythm & processes of
school life to establishing good working relationships with
the school executive, the staff, and of course the students.

Steven teaches classes drawn from years seven to ten on

an opt-in basis. Roughly half the students over those year

groups participate. He has quickly taken a deep dive into

the curriculum across the four year groups, and is relishing

the challenge of connecting and delivering the gospel

message to students. In many cases this is the first exposure of students to the
Bible, Jesus, and the associated elements of faith. Steven approaches this
responsibility with great care, drawing on his long teaching experience and ensuring
there is a rapport and relationship with students as he guides them through the
curriculum, allowing for a two-way conversation as they learn the Biblical concepts
that we take for granted.

Steven participates in the life of the school where appropriate, through attendance
at sports carnivals, presence in the playground, involvement in staff meetings and
daily staffroom interactions. These support his secondary role in relating to and
indirectly supporting staff at the school.

Each year supporting churches host four prayer gatherings, usually alternating
between evening and breakfast meetings. Our next Information and Prayer Evening
with be held at St James Turramurra in August - details to come - and we invite the
TUC family to join us as we hear about Steven's work and support him in prayer.

The KCEA budget relies on both scheduled contributions from our local partner
churches including TUC, and the generosity of individual donors. Donations can be
made by direct debit: Ku-ring-gai Christian Education Association Inc. BSB 732 189
Account 567 599, or by cheque: “Ku-ring-gai Christian Education Association’, to
PO Box 355, Wahroonga NSW 2076.

To receive regular newsletters and prayer points, email secretary.kcea@gmail.com

Jon Fowler and Sue Bolton
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Bible Study / Circle Groups

Small Groups Support

Our Mission Planning process affirmed the importance of small group ministry,
and Reimagining Small Groups has been one of the initiatives to make significant
progress this year. In June, we launched the new concept of Circles at the 9am
service. A Circle is a small group of people who meet regularly to share life and
grow in faith together. Circles may meet

in homes, cafés, at church, or online, and

can take many forms. Some focus on ..

Bible study and discussion, while others TUC . .

centre on prayer, hospitality, mutual

support, service, or particular stages of C I R C L E S
life. Although each Circle is different, they

all share the same purpose: helping

people follow Jesus together.

¥ While Circles choose their own approach to
. engaging with Scripture, our ministers will be

providing a short discussion guide following
each sermon to encourage reflection and
deeper engagement with God's word. We are
encouraged that five new Circles have already
commenced meeting, with capacity to welcome
others as they grow. Anyone interested in joining
a Circle can express their interest via this link:
https://forms.gle/pMvhcebAzo4L5uYU7

At the same time, many small groups continue
to flourish across TUC, including within the
EVOLVE community, where smaller groups and
intentional discipleship have been integral to community life from the beginning.
These existing groups remain a valued and important part of our church's life and
ministry. Looking ahead, our focus for the
remainder of 2026 will be to support Circle
coordinators through resources, encouragement,
and opportunities to connect with one another,
while continuing to strengthen and embed these
new groups within the life of the church.

David Cornford

Friday Evening Home Group

The Friday Evening Home Group has continued to meet on the second and fourth
Fridays of the month, meeting for Bible study three times and once for dinnerin a
two month period. Several of our members have been happy to host our meetings
in their homes. Our numbers have remained steady at nine. We are now using
questions prepared by our ministers on the sermons each week and have found
this resource very helpful. Members of the group support and encourage each
other in prayer and also enjoy the social aspect of meeting up for dinner every
second month.

Alison and Ross Willson

Thursday Ponderers

We continued to meet for study until March, when we finished our “Encounter”
series. Then we made the difficult decision to discontinue our studies and only
meet socially. This decision was made because of the increasing lack of mobility
of some of our members and the associated problems with travelling in the dark!
We decided to meet for lunch at an external venue every two months so that we
maintain the important fellowship of the group. Our next lunch will be on the first
Thursday in September. New members always welcome.

Carolyn Cross




Bible study group chaired by Ron Quarmby

The group is currently meeting once a month, and presently working on a study of
the first two kings of Israel, Saul, chosen by the people of Israel, and David, chosen
by the Holy Spirit. Itis based mainly on Samuel 1.

Itis amazing to see how much of David’s work, especially in the psalms, stands to
this day, being used in Christian worship, and was quoted by our Lord.

On behalf of the group, Pefer Myerscough

Friday Night Home Circle 2026

Our group aspires to meet every Friday night, and in practice probably averages
three out of four meetings a month. Generally we meet if three out of four couples
can attend, apart from a prolonged break over Christmas and January. We meetin
members’ homes, on a rotating roster basis.

In the second half of 2025 we continued working through the books of the Old and
New Testament using Bible Project videos, supplemented by other miscellaneous
study material as appropriate. We have now finished the New Testament and are
returning to the Old Testament, using different study material from the previous
pass through.

Sue and Bill Bolton

Revolve Groups / Share Club

In the last year the young adult Bible study, formerly and affectionately referred to
as “Monday Nighters,” has undergone some change. With increasing numbers,
there are currently two young adult groups meeting during the week to gather in
community, read the Bible together, and encourage each other in their faith. With
this expansion we have decided to call these groups “Revolve Groups,” as they
“revolve” around the central weekly meeting of Evolve on Sunday nights.

Last month, some of TUC’s young adults met with the intention of restructuring the
Monday night Bible Study group, to better suit their needs as the year gets busier
and routines change. Savvy led the group’s most recent study, taking them on an
engaging deep dive of The Lord’s Prayer - the first part of the her July series. Going
into the second half of this year, the group is very excited about their new
fortnightly approach, and feels committed to maintaining the group even when life
gets busy.

Since December last year, several of our young adults have also been attending
Share Club, a new group that meets in person once a month to chat about what’s
been keeping them busy and what’s been on their minds. The goal of this group is
to encourage open communication among friends, and to inspire each other
through honest sharing. It has been a great success so far and has become
something they look forward to each month.

Jonty Cornford & Kyle Thomas




We would sincerely like
to thank all our
contributors to our AGM
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